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twenty-two were free from stricture,” goes far to sustain his 
doctrine. 

Dr. Gross is no believer in “ psychical impotence ” ; on the con¬ 
trary he would, in cases supposed to be of this nature, examine 
the prostatic urethra for evidences of inflammation dependent 
upon previous habits of masturbation. 

But we do not intend to review this work in an extended manner. 
It is now in its second edition, and has already received wide and 
favorable notice. Its dissimilarity from Dr. Hammond’s work 
■ presents in an interesting light the diversity of views upon the 
same subject that may arise from different stand-points of obser¬ 
vation occupied by two able observers. In a certain sense the 
two works are supplementary and complementary—the surgical 
basis of disease of the one might have been illumined by the im¬ 
agination of the neurologist, while on the other hand the deduc¬ 
tions of the neurologist might have been more closely confined to 
the material basis of the surgeon. Each will find readers, ad¬ 
mirers, and followers. W. J. M. 

Insanity Considered in its Medico-Legal Relations. By 

T. R. Buckham, A.M., M.D. Philadelphia : J. B. Lippincott & 
Co., 1883 ; 8vo, pp. 265. 

While there is nothing specially new in this essay of Dr. Buck- 
ham’s, it consists of a lucid and forcible protest against the present 
laws and practice bearing upon insanity trials, the absurdities of 
which, as they are ordinarily conducted, are well and thoroughly 
exposed. 

In the first place, he discusses the several theories of the 
nature of insanity—the physical media, the metaphysical, the 
somatic, and the so-called intermediate or mixed,—and gives 
in his adherence to the first-named, mainly, we think, from 
the fact that he does not appear to possess enough knowl¬ 
edge on the subject to discuss it in all its bearings. When Dr. 
Buckham declares, as he does, that the medical superintendents of 
the insane asylums in the United States know all there is to 
know of insanity, we may form a tolerably correct idea of the 
extent of his own acquirements ; and when he lauds them for what 
they have done to advance alienistic science, he shows that he has 
very little idea of what he is talking about. The reformations 
which have taken place in lunatic asylums have been forced 
upon the superintendents against their will. If they had been let 
alone from without, there would have been very little if any 



654 


REVIEWS. 


improvement, for each advance has been met, in the first place, by 
the most strenuous opposition. Of course, these remarks are 
made of the body of superintendents. There are some—although 
a few—who have acted from a more enlightened spirit than the 
mass of their associates. 

Dr. Buckham labors apparently under the disadvantage of be¬ 
ing unacquainted with the -French or German, or even with 
the English or American, literature of the subject to be found out¬ 
side of Maudsley and Wharton and StillA Indeed, the work is 
to a great extent a commentary on the able volume on psycho¬ 
logical medicine, forming a part of their treatise on medical 
jurisprudence. For a writer on insanity to ignore the vast body of 
literature contributed by that nation of the world which stands 
first in psychological medicine, the French, or to confine his cita¬ 
tions to the translation of an author, is unpardonable. 

Dr. Buckham’s remedy for the ills of which he very properly 
complains is the organization of a corps of experts who shall 
be specially charged with the trial of the question of insanity. In 
theory this notion is a good one, and has been often advanced 
before ; but when we look at the records of courts and see how 
many notorious and sane criminals have been acquitted of 
crime on the ground of insanity sworn to by so-called ex¬ 
perts, and how many others evidently insane have been con¬ 
demned by like testimony, we may doubt the applicability of 
his plan. We have seen superintendents of lunatic asylums, the 
class from which, we presume, Dr. Buckham would take his 
experts, rushing to Washington, at the dictation of public clamor, 
to aid in hanging a man whose whole conduct was that of a 
lunatic, and in whom the post-mortem examination showed the 
existence of organic disease of the brain. 
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